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The Consumption Theme of “Bu Yu” in Liye
Bamboo Slips of Qin Dynasty
WANG Zijin'?
(1. School of Chinese Classics, Renmin University of China, Beijing 100872, China;

2. Research Center of Excavated Literature and Chinese Ancient Culture, Beijing 100084 ,China)

Abstract; “Bu Niao” (catching birds) “Bu Yu” (catching feather) and “Bu Niao Ji Yu” (catching birds
and feather) in bamboo slips of Qin Dynasty have provided important information which reflects ecological
conditions and social productive activities in the form of birds hunting in Qin Dynasty. There are “Mai Yu”
(buying feather), “Mai Bai Han Yu” (buying feather called Bai Hanyu) and “Mai Bai Han Yu” (selling
feather called Bai Hanyu), which illustrate the consumer demand for birds feather and the situation of ac-
cess to feather markets. In addition to the production of “Hou” to supply the militarism, taking feather as
decoration materials reflects traditional customs of Chu Kingdom. More importantly, all these did affect
social life in the Central Plains of China. In the unified taxation system of Qin Empire, the most important
theme of “Yu Fu”(feather tax) is to meet the pursuit of magnificent decoration needs.

Key words: Liye; bamboo slips of Qin Dynasty; birds hunting; feather catching; Hou; decoration
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